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CHAI RVAN JAMES: Becky Mont gonery?

M5. MONTGOMERY: Good afternoon, Madam Chair --

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Good afternoon.

M5. MONTGOMERY: -- Comm ssioners. Maggi e gave ne a
perfect intro in going back to nenory lane. Today |I'm going to
tal k about enthusiasm economic growh and a spirit of economc
confidence that we hadn't known before.

NASA enployees being recruited for Stennis Space
Center were told, when they were going to nove to M ssissippi
that they mght have to get vaccinations. If you |ook at Beau
Ri vage's recruiting docunents, it doesn't nention anything about
getting a vaccinati on.

W were comonly known 10 years ago, and probably
before that, as the Redneck Riviera because we were a cheap
vacation for Louisiana, Texas, Al abama tourists. Well, when the
oil field market went bust, so did our tourismmarket. | think
today you can see that we have a thriving tourism nmarket.

I nstead of staying in the nice hotel that you stayed
in last night, you would have stayed in one of our four Holiday
I nn hot el s. That's because that was the best we had because
fortunately those owners reinvested in those properties.
However, the Hilton, the Ramada Inn, the Sheraton chose not to do
t hat .

Now, that's not their fault. Qccupancy rates
averaged about 44 percent back then and we were dependent on the
snowbird golfers to cone down fromthe frozen north and golf on
our 15 golf courses. Well, today we have thousands of hote

roonms so things have changed.
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Anot her thing about United Way -- | was a vol unteer
in 1998 and served on the board of directors. W didn't nmake
canpai gn back then. W were a one-county United Wy, just

Harrison County, and | was on the funds distribution conmttee.
So it was pretty tough to go to those agencies and

say not only can we not give you what you ask for, we're going to

have to cut what you asked for. Well, today we have made our
budget .

W are three counties -- Harrison, Hancock and Pear
Ri ver County -- and the casinos nmake up about an average of 21.7

percent of the revenues that were given to United Way, but it's
nore than just giving to United \Way. It's an investnment of in-
ki nd of dollars and services of about $325 mllion.

So things have changed on the M ssissippi GQulf Coast.
| wish you could have been here then and see the changes that we
have now. | would venture to say that the term Redneck Riviera
is losing force, thank heavens, and we do wear shoes and we have
teeth and, you know, we are just good peopl e.

W used to have to have hospitality training because
if you asked where to go, our frontline workers would say go to
New Orleans. Well, they don't say that anynore. And we had to
al so say how to inpersonate a happy person. Thank you. W don't
have to do that anynore either.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Thank you. Courtney Bl ossonf?

MR. MAHONEY: Bob Mahoney.
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